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TRULY folemn ag aterſting is the spent 


| ance of this aſſembly. Which way ſoever 
we turn, the dejeced oquntenance and the falling 


tear meet our eye We need not aſk the oecaſion 


of this.—The painful tidings have reached our 


ears have affected our hearts, and we are come 


to join in the general grief. Our acquaintance 


and friends, the chriſtian, and the miniſter, whom 


we greatly reſpected, is no more, He is forouded i in 
death. We have taken up his body, with mourn- 


ful ſteps, have brought! it to the houſe of pray er, 


: and made lupplication to our GOD. 


"We are now to attend to what the LORD our 


GOD teaches, | in his word, for our e and, 
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conſolation, on this afflitive occaſion for our dt. 
rection in improving it to his glory, and our fur- 
therence in the way to Heaven. Here, though 
poorly qualified, I am, by particular defire, to 
take a part—a part, which I have not expected to 
perform, or to ſee performed—as I have often 
thought, my dear brother deceaſed, would have 
been, before this, called to do it * my ſurviving 
friends. 
This chriſtian office will now be Sad by 
conſidering the ſentiments foggeſted by the inſpir- 
ed. Apoſtle, in 
Tax FigsT Erierlz ro THE THESSALONIANS, 
IVV Cn. 13, 14, VeRrsEs. _. 
. BUT 1 WOULD NOT HAVE YOU TO BE 10. 
NORANT, BRETHREN, CONCERNING THEM 
WHO ARE ASLEEP, THAT YE SORROW NOT 
EVEN AS OTHERS WHO HAVE NO HOPE. © 
FOR IF WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS |DIED AND 
ROSE AGAIN, EVEN SO THEM. ALSO WHO 


SLEEP IN JESUS, WILL GOD BRING WITH 
* HIM. 


To mourn for the dead is what both reaſon 2nd 

chriſtianity teach us. The ancient ſaints mourn- 
ed for their deed. When men of virtue and good- 
neſs died, GOD expected and required his people 
to mourn ; and reproved them when they did not? 
' The righteous periſbetb, and no man layeth it to 
hoart ; and merciful men are taken away, noxe con- 


5 


Aidering that the righteous is taken from the evil to 
come.* It ſeems the (chriſtians at Theſſalonia 


were not thus inſenſible, but lamented the death 
of their friends immoderately, or expreſſed their 
grief indecenily, like the heathens; to remedy 
which evil, the apoſtle ſuggeſts ſome inſtructive 
and conſolatory truths. He does not blame them 


for their ſorrow,” but for the irregulariiy, or ex- 


| ceſs of it. Grace does not deſtroy nature, but 
regulates it; nor reaſon, but rectifies it; nor takes 
away the affections, but moderates them.” Ex- 
ceſſive grief, on the one hand, and inſenſibility, 


on the other, are highly criminal. | 
The. Apoſtle, in the text, ſpeaks of death as a 


fleep. After ſleep there is an awaking. Saints 
will awake from the ſleep of death. As after ſleep 
ve riſe refreſhed, ſo at the reſurrection, the ſaints 
will riſe refreſhed and comforted, 
Thoſe who know not the goſpel, have no cer- 
tain hope concerning their dead: But among 
chriſtians, the righteous reſt in hope; and ſur- 
viving friends have the cheeting expectation chat 
they ſhall be raiſed again to immortal felicity and 


glory. For if we believe that Jeſus died and roſe 


. again, even ſo them alſo who ſleep in Feſus, will 
GOD bring with Him. "The — — to then 


ur laiah wii. 1. 


44 <6 
2 


[IN 


mar 


* 


. - . <p 
3 41 8 „„ « 
7 4 on * 7 - * T 2 
0 * > net . N . 0 7 „ 7 
, . „% — 0 4 . b 
. a wy 
A : " _— D . 
: ) 206 - 4 > 1 — — r — 
7 — 5 — : : " 4 * r yo ye — 2 2 _ 2 4 >, — 
* , 8 a r —_— 2 2 r — 0 42 * L _ a KS ww... — N — * 
8 — Ce POE — PP A ĩ a. Ä Sane 2 — — Go — i r 206 RE — - 
" : + — = THR”. * \ IT * nn * n £ 3 * - Ferns ie - * 2 — 2 * 5 — — —— ou — 
— ow < HOI EP EM ng 7, Seen 8 e — — — ö BEE ; — — oe 
th * 2 4 — — „ r 2 * 257 ** — 5 b * * 1 a * IA 2 n * 2 — 2 - oa 
r 3 2 a E 2 NE — — 2 d. 7 * way & N= * r 4 » : - — a a 2 8 = Fo 2 Ge FO TIRE SES, fie = ” SY — 4 — 
22 8 * * „ „ 2 WOODS a 7 1 _ FW * n Wi N E 3 * 8 I _ 2 7 — AA 72 — Y 
2 1 2 4 * e — goa n K . (2 ee IN 2 S I : Du * 5 * : n 
* 2 44 8 5 ** gh 3323 "FI RW 1 ARE. $395 4 "as hou. 1 2 . 3 Ne "EE 4 * 1 
* bt 888 OE ge — a ated WIS Fae Ra, + TR. : 8 1 1 P —_ 2 — 
2 r 1 


1 
9 a 
P 9 | 
: 7 — 
nz 
3 
* 7 1 
_ 
UM 
1 
"I 3 
7 
9 
, x 
_ F202 
by 
© Ing 
1 © 2 4 
. FR 
=—_ 
+» Fats 
$ Y o 
£4 23, 
2 il 
of . 1 
I 6 5 
1 „ 
0 
y "4 
at 
* 4 
. 


| 6 | 


as thoſe who believed the death and reſurrection 
of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, on which the 
truth of chriſtianity reſts, and teaches them to in- 
fer from his reſurtection the feſumection of che a 
ſaints. | Tu 
Ws. ARE HERE TAUGHT, { 

Thar the reſurrection of the LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, is a proof, that thoſe who ſleep in him, 
ſhall be raiſed again to life : And—that the hope 
of the reſurrection ſhould mitigate our grief, and 
comfort us, when bereaved, by the Jeath, of our 
pious relatives and friends, 5 

My deſign at this time, is to aluftrme. theſe . 
truths, and apply them to the preſent occaſion. 
We are then, firſt to conſider, that the reſurrec- 
tion of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, is an evi. 
dence that thoſe, whe ſleep in him, tall be raiſed 5 
again to life. 

Though my hearers wall permit me to take i it 
for granted, that the LORD JESUS is ri/en in- 


dieed, I would obſerve briefly, that thoſe, who have 


felt the power of the goſpel, have in themſelves, 


| a proof of his reſurrection, the moſt convincing of 


any. The goſpel operating upon their hearts, 


quickening them to the divine life, and forming 


them after the divine image, gives them vndoubt- 


2 


ed . that JESUS now. liveth, and diſpen- 
ſeth life and ſalvation to his people. 6 
The ſcriptures, both of the old, and new Teſta 
ment, atteſt, the future reſurre&ion of the dead. 
The ſaints in all ages, have died in the faith of this. 
The reſurrection of the dead, is ſo connected 
with the reſurrection of CHRIST, chat to deny it, 
is, in effect, to deny that CHRIST is riſen, and 
ſo to ſap the foundation of the chriſtian faith, . Fer 
the apoſtle ſays, F there. be yo reſurrettion of the 
dead, then is CHRIST mot riſen : And if 
CHRIST be not riſen, then is our preaching vain, 
and your faith is alſo vain. Then they alſo who 
bave fallen aſleep in CHRIST are periſbed.“ To 
illuſtrate the apoſtle's reaſoning, and confirm the 
point under conſideration, it may be obſer ved: 
That the reſurrection of JESUS ſhows the-poſli- 
bility of the reſurrection of the dexd—thatalthough 
the human body returns to the duſt, Almighty 
power ean re- animate it. Cannot he, who at firſt, 
formed out bodies of the duſt of the ground, cauſe 
each particle to return to its | EK and 
give the breath of life? I 
As ESV CHRIST 6 doltenrad 5 or * 88 
* ſo was he raiſad for our juſtification.” His 
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reſu rrect ion, completed the —— laid in his 
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death, for our pardon, and juſtification unto life. 
By dying, he paid the debt of our ſins, and in his 
reſurrection, received our acquittance. On ae- 
count of his diſcharge from the power of death, 
we, believing in him, receive our diſcharge from 
| the penalty of fin, In this view, the redemption 
of our bodies from the grave, becomes neceſſary, 
as the finiſhing part of our juſtification; At the 
reſurrection we ſhall be completely delivered, from 
the bondage of corruption into 920 8 As f 4 
Nene COM. 2 | 

JES CHRIST is 5 the head of his Pet his 
myſbical body, of which every believer is a member 
in particular. He, as their head, roſe from the 
dead : This aſſures us, that his body, the church, 
| ſhall be raiſed alſo. The mighty power of GOD 
| exerted in his reſurrection, was exerted in him, in 

this character: Wherefore we muſt conclude that 


his body, the church, and every 1 wh it, way 0 


be raiſed alſee. 
There is a near union within CHRIST, wil 
e in him. He dwells in them by his Spir. 
it, and they abide in him by faith. Death ſhall 
not ſeparate them from his love and care. Where. 
ore, he wilb not leave them in the grave forever. 1 


— 


21 Cor, xii, 27. 1 John vi. 56. —. viii. th 
_ Gal, ii. 20. 3 Rom. viii. 32539. . 
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© Believers are predeftinated to be conformed io the 
image of the Son of GOD.® This they are, in a 
raeaſure at preſent, when they know Him, the 


powers of bis reſurrection, and the fellowſhip of bis 


fuſferings. I This aniformity will not be perficted, 
unleſs they be raiſed from the dead, and 1100 to- 
gether with Him in glory. 

Finally, The LORD JESUS CHRIST roſe 
from the dead, as the frft fruits of them who 
ſeep,? as the earneſt, and pledge, that thoſe who die 


in him ſhall riſe again, © The full harveſt follows 


| the firſt fruits.” Wherefore we conclude, that 
although, the bodies of believers moulder to duſt, 
they ſhall be raiſed again to life. 


It may be proper to remark here, That Addi 
the foregoing obſervations apply chiefly, to thoſe 
vho ſleep in JESUS, we may not hence infer, that 


the wicked and unbelieving ſhall not be raiſ- 
ed alſo ; For it is as expreſsly revealed that /ee 
| ſhall awake to ſhame and everlaſting contempt,as o- 


thers 72 everlaſting lifeg and the LORD FESUS 


CHRIST, who is the final judge of all, has faid 
That all who are inthe graves, ſhall hear his voice, 
and ſpall come forth, they who have done good unt) 


the reſurreftion of life; and they u bo have done evil 


| ante the — of damnation. C 
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Let us er ſecondly, That the hope of the 
reſyrrettion of the ſaints ſhould mitigate our, ſor- 
row, and comfort us, when bereaved by the death 
of our pious relatives and, friends, „ 

There is ſuch an union of hearts between friends, 
and relatives, eſpecially i in the nearer conneCtions, 
that when it is broken by death, the moſt painful 
ſenſations are : felt, and forrow and mourning, on 
ſuch occaſions are, as reaſonable, as natural. The 
mournful tear is due to. deceaſed merit. It ! is but 
decent we ſhould recollect with ſorrow,, the loſs 
we luſtain by the removal of friends. The com- 
fort and bleſſing, they were to us demand, that we 
ſhould feel their ſeparation from us, and retain an 
affectionate remembrance of them. Inſenſibility 
in ſuch caſe argues a depraved heart; —an heart 
unmoved by virtue and goodneſs, and void of 
gratitude. What virtuous heart can remain in- . 
ſeaſible, and without pain, when the moſt pleaſi ug 
ties of love and friendſhip are diſſolved When 
choſe, with whom, and for whom, we wiſhed to 
live, are taken from us ? Who does not feel, who | 
does not mourn, when lover and friind are pus 
from us, and our acquaintance into darkneſs ?- 

But we. ſhould guard againſt over much ſorrow, 
"Ren affords abundant matter of ſupport and 


a 


/ 11 


cas in ſuch trying ſcenes, We may then, 
bave Rrong conſolation in CHRIST JESUS. If 
we ſuitably attend to what GON teaches us, - 
ſhall bave beauty for aſbes, the oil of, joy for mourn. 
ing, and the garment of praiſe for ibe ſpirit of heavi- 
neſs* —ſhall have comfort, which will more than 


balance our ſorrows, and benefit, hind will ex- 


.ceed our loſs. 


Ajuſt-view and uſe of the docrine of che reſur⸗ 
redtion of the ſaints, will greatly comfort. us. 
Fok 1T HENCE APPEARS, 


27 bat the death of che righteous is not the end 


3 of their exiſlence. The bedy indeed, at death, 


returns to earth, as it was; but the ſpirit, the im- 


mortal and rational part, aſcends fo GOD h gave 


it. The wicked, it is true, when they die and 
are buried, lift np their eyes in torments;t but the 
righteous are convoyed by hely angels to Abraham's 
Boſom, the regions of bliſs and glory. What JESUS | 
ſaid to the thief onthe croſs, is verified to every be- 
liever, when he dies; To day ſhalt thou be with me 


in paradiſe. This leads us to obſerve, _ 
That the ſaints are happy after death. They 


immediately paſs into glory.“ Bleſſed are the 
dead who dis inthe LORD. is are to contem- 
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plate our departed pious friends, not only as re- 
moved to, but as happy in, another ſtate. They 
ceaſe from their labors,* their corruption and weak. 
neſs are buried in the grave, and their purified 
fouls aſcend to be ever with the LORD, and behold 
bis glory. 

| Believers deſire to ſee CHRIST in his glory. 
For this CHRIST prayed in their behalf; 7 will 
that thoſe whom thou haſt given me, bs Wye” 1 am ; 
that they may behold my glory. T 

Thoſe who know all neceſſary truth, as it is in 
JESUS, have, in this life, a glimpſe of this glory ; 
they ſee it, as through a glaſs, darkly ; and it at- 
tracts theit hearts, engages them to love the LORD, 
to truſt in him, to live to him, and derive all their 
comfort and ſupport from Him: But when the clogs 


of fleſh and blood are laid aſide, they will ſee as 


they are ſeen, and know as they are known. —How 
unſpeakable is the happineſs of our pious friends, 


when thus admitted to a view of the glory of 


 CHKIST ! What their amazement and joy, when 
all ſublunary objects are vaniſhed, when nothing 
but © infinite perfection, as it appears in the perſon 
of the adorable JESUS,” opens to their view, and 
when their whole ſouls are conformed to his like- 
neſs;—And ſhall we exceſſively mourn for our 


* 
Co —„ 


* Rev, xiv. 13. 3 John xvii. 24. 11 Cor. xviii. 12 


13 
pious friends, who have left this vale of imperfec- 
tion and tears? Ought we no: rather to rejoice, 
that they have fought the good fight, bave finiſhed 
their courſe, have kept the faith, and are entered 


into the joy of their LORD? We ſhould not ſo feel 
our loſs, as not to rejoice, and thank GOD for the 


dignity and 9 to which he 0p exalted 
them. 
While their fouls are thus happy, the bodies of 
the ſaints are at reſt in their graves. 
Death and the grave excite gloomy. * 
We ſhudder to think of being baniſhed from the 
light of the ſun, from the converſe of friends, and 
| ſhut up in the cold caverns of the earth, to be food 
for worms. But through JESUS CHRIST the 
grave becomes a bed of repoſe to the ſaint. 7% 
righteous bas hope in bis death, yea, his fleſh reſts 
in bope.*—He reſts from the toils, the pains and 
| burdens of the preſent ſtate - His duſt is the care of 
CHRIST, who will preſerve all its particles ; and 
| when the appointed time is corre, will collect, 
re- unite, and raiſe them to life. | 
When therefore, we lay the, bodies of our fr iends 
in the grave, do we not houſe them well ? And 
may we not look forward, with comfort to the reſ- 
2 when chey ſhall be raiſed i in- 
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corruptible, and put on immortality? Our friends 
are now lovely in our eyes; but how: inconceiva. 
'bly more glorious, will they then appear? How 
noble their forms, when moulded anew? How 
amiable and beauteous their countenance, when, 
like Moſes, they ſhine withrays of divine light, and 
love beaming upon them? Let this comfort us 
when we are laying them in the duſt, For, 
We ſhall ſee them again all glorious and hap- 
py. lt is not an eternal farewell which we take 


of our friends at death. We are feparated fora 8 


time only, to meet again, to meet in Joys never 
more to part. 

The Apoſtle's argument ſeems to ſoppoſe⸗ that 
friends and relatives, in the reſurrection, will know 
each other. This adds weight to it, and makes it 
peculiarly pertinent. Muſt it not ſupport and 
comfort ſurvivors to think, they ſhall again ſee 
their eſteemed friends, and rejoice with them, in 
the preſence of their heavenly Father !— That be- 
nevolence of heart, which is eſſential to virtue and 
happineſs, will diſpoſe the ſaints to rejoice at meet- 
ing the greateſt ſtranger, and ever one who had 
been an enemy, in the kingdom of GOD. In 
| Heaven, all are friends, and all are happy, And 
will not the beginnings of virtuous friendſhip here, 
be perfected above? Next to a fight of GOD and 


15 


—̃ä— 


the LAMB, will not e with thoſe, who 
are near and dear to us. in this, life, give us joy ia 
the regions of love ? After, a ſhort ſeparation here, 
how joyous ĩs the meeting of cordial friends ? But 
this can give us but a faint idea of the felicity of 
choſe, who, in, the preſent world, have been com- 
panione in the faith, the hope, and tribulations of 
the goſpel, when they ſhall meet in their Father's 
houſe, there to abide forever. No ſelfiſh love will 
actuate any. — Their love and joy will be. mutual, 
ſpititual and eternal, —Pure love, and holy friend- 
mip wl actuate thoſe, who, in this ſtate, were con- 
nected as paſtors and people, as huſbands and 
wives, as parents and children, as friends and ac- 
quaintance. Being made like unto the angels of 
GOD, they will, with inexpreſſible delight, unite 
together in aſcribing honor and glory, bleſſing and 
praiſe, unto him, who loved them, and waſhed them 
from their fins. in bis own blood, —And may not = 
the hope of this, now comfort us, concerning our 
departed friends? Friendſhip here, amidſt all our 
weakneſs, is a ſource of vaſt delight; but it will 
be infinitely more ſo in Heaven, If we are the 
followers of them. who through faith and patience in- 
berit the prom i/es, it cannot be long before we 
ſhall rejoin our beloved relatives, and commence a 
friendſhip without alloy, or ſinful imperſection. N 
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Finally here, Our pious relatives, after the reſ- 
urrection, will be welcomed into the bliſsful man» 


fions, which JESUS has prepared for them, there 


to abide forever. If then, after paſſing the perco- 
lation of the grave, they are to be raiſed to erernal 
life, and put into poſſeſſion of everlaſting bleſſed- 


neſs, let us not mourn te excels, but e oe 


another with theſe words. o 
5 PROCEBD 10 APPLY THE x $v3jecr.” 
1 One obvious remark which we may and ought 


to make is, That our heavenly Father richly pro- 
vides for our ſupport, and comfort, under the 
troubles and ſorrows which attend our pilgrimage 


ſtate. 
In this n we have much isla It is 


natural to this ſtate, and neceſſary for our trial, 


correction and improvement in piety and virtue. 
Our gracious GOD does not leave us comfortleſs, 


but affords us ſupports and conſolations, more 


than enough to counterballance all our ſorrows. 


Had our GOD only encouraged us to obedience by 
the promiſe of future rewards, and given us ſo much 


ſtrength, as finally to riſe ſuperior to our toils and 


troubles, it would have been a diſplay of rich ae 


But He has done much more — His grace is abun- 


| dani) ſufficient for ve—He overlooks all our un- 


8 4 


Cor. v, 18, 


. a 
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-worthineſs—ftrengthens vs with might in the in- 


ner man — dids us be of good cheer—and gives us a 
proſpect and foretaſte of future happine's, that 
we may go on our way rejoicing. In particular, 
when pained at the removal of our friends from us, 
we have the pleaſing aſſurance of their riſing again, 
and our meeting ſt Tg" with them into the | 


| Joy of eur LORD. 19 Ch 55 


2. We are hence led, highly te ww ind i im- 


prove the conſolations which the goſpel propoſes 
to us. They are given us for uſe, and ſhould be 


as diligently improved as any other privilege or fa. 


vor. If we duly attend to them, they will animate 
vs to duty, relieve vs, when ſortows preſs, and ſups 
15 port us, when weak, and ready to faint, | 


3. What firm ſupport, and rich comfort, harh 
the chriſtian in the view and expectation of death. 


The believing proſpett of the immediate happineſs 
ol the ſoul, in the viſion. and enjoyment of GOD, 
and of the future reſurrection of the body, when 
our bliſs and glory ſhall: be perfected, may realon- 
ably reconcile us to the thought of taking our 
lodging in the grave. Since this is the will of our 
Divine Redeemer, let us aquieſce in it; and wait Fj” 
in holy obedience, all the days of our en 5 
time till our change e come. © og 


* V. 
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4. Ho ſolieitous ought ve to be, to believe 
i the bart, that JESTIS:died and roſe again, 
and to embrace all choſe ĩ portant doctrines con- 
ſr with this. Such à faith is at the beginmng 
of the chriftian life; and without it we cannot 
lead that obedient, holy life, which is preparatory 
to our falling aſleep in 7 ESU. We are ready 
_ enough to wiſh our death maybe that of the 
rig bteous, and our laſt end Tike bis: But to this we 
* an never attain, unleſs we repent, believe the. goſ. 
Del, and obey from the heart, its holy precepts, 
Would we have part ia the reſut rection of the joſt, 
and receive ſupport and comfort in the expecta- 
tion of it, we muſt abide in the faith, abound in that 
Lope, which ſtimvlates/ us to puriſy ourſelves as 
"CHRIST is pure, and patiently ' continue in well. 
ung. Jerking for glory, honor and immortality.” 
Thus did our friend, whoſe mortal part is now 
before us; and hence we have plenary evidence 
that he ſlzeps in JESUS, and: is one of thoſe hon 
60D will bring with bim. 
His charaQer ſtands in no need of the « per- 1 
fume of pulpit incenſe';" 2 yet decency, and che ex- : 
; pectation 'of this aſſembly require me to Tpeak of | 
his worth, and make mention of his virtues, that 
ve may be perſuaded to Ken him, wherein be = 
followed CHRIST. I 


The daador of alt is. requeſted, while thists . 
ente much diden ee. 
The Rev. BEW AMI BNTO RAU, deſcendet 
from a reſpektudle family“ and was endomed; by 
the GOD of natdre, with execHent mental powers; 
which were improved by 2 liberal" edvearion). 
While reſident ar the univerſity, he was-neticedfor 
his diligent application to his ſtudies, his profi- 
eiency in knowledge and bis diſcreet; ſober and 
exemplary deportmert, which recommeadet him 
to the government, and gaif ed Rim the eſteem and 
refpect of all his fellow ftudents, © Having cem. 
pleated his academic courſe, and receivedithe hon - 
ors of the univerſity,” he turned his chief attention 
to divinity. He read the ſcriptures with diligence 
and care; that he might derive knowledge” from 
that fountain of truth; not neglecting other helps 
to obtain à right underſtanding of them, and of 
the ſcheme of divine truth. Being poſſeſſed of a 
clear head and penetrating mind, he ſoon acquired 
a good degree of theological knowledge; 
But ſpeculative knowledge was not the only ob. 
ject of his purfun— far from this. —His deſire and 
| Ahh was 20 know the nutb, a it ig in IE SUS; to 
e the goſpel, as the power of GOD and the wiſe 
dons ef GOD, to his jaivation. He — it, and 


= 1 tbe ton of Marlborough, MaGachuſetts,” TIE) 


did not ſeek in vain : He found the pearl of great 
price: And he rejoiced-and bleſſed GOD; that in 
the divine ligbt bo ſaw light ; and learnt, as we have 
great reaſon to think, what is meant by this .decla. 
ration. . The ſecret of the LORD is with them wwho 
fear bim, and be will ſhow them his covenant. _ 
When, after a. long and diſtreſſing ſickneſs, 
from which it was doubted, whether he would ever 
recover, he appeared in the pulpit; his friends 
were highly gratified with his performances, and 
promiſed themſelves, that he would be an excellent 
preacher, and uſeful miniſter In this chey were 
not diſappointed. 5 
After ſome. time, having FO ſeveral ORR 
Invitations to take the: charge of ſouls, he accepted 
that from the people in this place, then few in 
number, and ſtruggling with the difficulties' uſual 
in new plantations. A church was: embodied 
here, and he ordained to the e _—_ Mach 
$7, 177k. 192 
He was a good divine ; Few have had a ; clears 
er knowledge of the goſpel, or more juſt ideas of 
the plan of divine grace. As a miniſter and paſt- 
or he was laborious, faithful and prudent. His 
public diſcourſes were plain, evangelic and praftice 
al. In the delivery of them he was ſerious, 
; grave Ape affeonate. ; ſpeaking as under wei im 
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preſſion of divine truth. Lovers of the pure goſ- ; 
pel, were pleaſed! when they heard him. —His la- 
bors, at home and abroad, were highly accepta- 
ble. If choſe, who heard him were not edified, it 
was their own fault. | 
In private interviews with hi, h. 'S great ſolici- 
tude for the temporal and ſpiritual welfare of his 
people has been much noticed; how atientive he 
was to their ſtate, and careful to adapt his public 
diſcourſes to their particular circumſtances and 
wants. He felt for thoſe who were under ſerious 
impteſſions, or were exerciſed with temptations, 
or religious doubts and difficulties; and endeavour- 
ed to lead them in the way of truth and holineſs. 
He had the beſt kind of learning for a goſpel min- 
iſter: He knew how tO Meal a word in ſeaſon to 
weary ſouls. | 
| He greatly excelled in es. The Lil. 
dom of the ſerpent in him, was joined with the 
harmleſſneſs of the dove. In him was much of 
that wi/dom which is from above, which is peaceable, 


gentle and eajy 10 be intreated; and much of 


that meet and quiet ſpirit, which in the fight of 
600 is of great price, and greatly endears a man 
to his friends, 1 
No man was more a lover of peace, or took 
more pains, as there was occaſion, , to keep and pro- 
mote it, both among his own people and elle 


LY 
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where. The fruits of his labors, in this reſpe&;; 
among his people, are very OP" _ may ke 
long continue. 

In private life, as an 7 bnd, * was venche 
and affectionate, as a parent, kind and prudent— 
as a neigbbor, benevolent and hoſpitable—as a 
friend, firm, and * as nnn * 
exemplary, 5 

Such was the man, the hriftian and the whiter, 
whoſe death we now lament, Bleſſed be GOD, 
we do not mourn as thoſe who Fave no hope. © We 
look forward to the time, when his duſt ſhall be 
re- animated, when, if we are faithful io the death, 
we ſhall, with him, receive the crown of life. ' 
| You, Madam, who have long reſpected him as 
your paſtor, and, for ſome years, reverenced and 
loved him as your huſhand, muſt ſenſibly" feel 
your loſs, But your loſs is his gain—an end is 
paut to his pains, to the ſeverity of which for ſever⸗ 
al months, you have been, the ſorrowful witneſs.— 
If you firmly believe in FESUS, whodied, roſe | 
gain, and now liveth, the thought, that he is now 
aſleep in Him, will afford you' conſolation. | You 
are acquainted with the ſolitary ſtate of widow- | 
hood. We truſt you have found by harpy ex- 
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„Mrs Bienaz, before her marriage with the Rev. 


III. Bnienan, was the widow of Jour MzLLizy, Eig. 
who was one of the irn ſettlers 3 in Fitzwilliam, 
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merienoe,. that our GOD is the widow's judge. 
Confide in him. We cordially wiſh you divine 
comforts—that you may yet ſee good—continue 
to reflect with ſatis faction on the connection you 
have had with this ſervant of CHRIST, and ſhow, 
by your whole deportment, mat #t is good for you 
to be affited. 
The children of the FRY we reſpes: as tbe 
children of a friend, and brother greatly beloved. 
We wiſh them ſuitably to ſee, and acknowledge, 
the hand of GOD, i in this Es and pa- 
 ticatly to bear it, 
The beſt ching, wy ed which we can aſk of 
. 60 for yon, is, that you may imbibe the ſame ſpir- 
it, which, we think actuated your excellent parent, 
and imirate the virtues and graces which he exhibit- 
ed in his life, Let it be your care to conduct wor- 
_ thily, that you may do honor to his memory, and be 
veſpected, not for his ſake only, but for your own. 
'Letit comfort y ou, that he is gone to the heavenly 
reſt. Bear in mind the excellent counſels and ad- 
vices he has frequently given yov; eſpecially 
in regard to your . ſpiritual, and eternal inter eſts. 
Conſidering how religiouſly and holily he lived with 
you, tread in his ſteps and follow his example — 
Be greatly ſolicitous for your better part, your ſouls. 
Give diligence to make your ealling and election 
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ſure, that you may not be ſeen at the left hand ef 
CHRIST, by your FRO Father, in the 7955 of 
judgment. ) 
We do not forget the 251 motber, nor the 
brothers and ſiſters of the deceaſed. They ſurely 
muſt be much affected with the removal of ſo ex- 
cellent a ſon and Brother, It reminds them that 
the time is ſhort, and admoniſhes them to be alſo 
ready. Making this their chief care, they will nei- 
| ther W him nor mourm to _— for vim. * 
file in the divine conduct, . none, it is W 0 
ed are more ſenſibly affected with it, than the churck 
and chriſtian ſociety in this town. Their cor dial 
friend and faithful affeFionate' paſtor, is remov- 
- ed from them.—No more, reſpected friends, will 
you ſee that countenance, which wore the aſpe& 
of benevolence : No more will you hear that voice, 
which called you to virtue and glory, invited you 
to CHRIST, and urged you to believe in him to 
the ſaving of your ſouls. No more will he viſit you 
in your affliftions, to adviſe, to comfort and pray 
with you. — Vet ny friends, you will not repine, but 
Zo and tell FESUS, and aſk his help, his bleſſing, 
and his eomforts in your preſent ſorrow. - 
Had it pleaſed our heavenly Father, your late 


beloved paſtor, although in the decline of life, 


2 


/ 


2 
might have been capable of ferving you, ths 
years more, in the goſpel of his Son: And his 
increaſed knowledge and experience, eſpecially in 

religion, might have rendered his labors more uſe- 
ful. But ke hath ordered it otherwiſe. Tour dy- 
ty is to-fubmit, and comfort yourſelves with theſe 
words he Bega in — and * be — ra 
„ Birareful. to cle the un be "OR ink: 
you, the counſals he has given you, and the exam- 
ple he has ſet you. Remember bow you. have re- 
ctived, and beard ; und hold faſt, and repent. 
In this day of trouble you will ſurely remember, 
with gratitude, the gteat benefits you have receiv- 
dend from G00, by his decenſed ſervaunt:— Ho- 
he came among you in port infont fate, took and 
led you by the hand, fed you with the fincere: milk 
-4f #he' word, and, as it were, nurſed and brought 
you up as children : How, -as 4 gocll ſoldier of 
" FESUS CHRIST, be endured great hardſbips a- 
_ - mong you, felt for, and ſuffered with you in all 
pour ſufferings : And what a bleſſing and com- 
_ -Yfort he has beet to you, during thele (twenty-eight 
-years:—What love and friendſhip have ſubſiſted 
between you and him :. And vhat peace and qui- 
etneſs have preyailed in the ſociety. Be exhort- 
ed ſtill to follow _— things whichmake for peace, 
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W things whereby one may 2455 dnotbed. May 
*theigreat and good ſhepherd keep you in his holy 
protection, guide you in the way you ſhould go, 
and give 4919 due e payer according 
to i Neart ü : bf bio died + Al I 
My brethren, in the ebrifie miniſtey; now pref- 
. as will*candidly receive a few hints, deſigned to 
Air up their pure minds by way of remembrance. 
The aſſociation of paſtors, of which our deteaſ. 
ed brother was a deſerving member, now denom- 
inated, tbe Weſtminſter Aſſociation, was formed in 
the latter part of the year 1780, and the major 
0 part of is members; at firſtii ere perſons ho had 
been co- temporary at the uniyverſity. Such unan - 
imity and friendſhip has generally prevailed un it, 
and ſuch has been the care oſ its members, to en- 
courage and ſtrengthen each other's hands, in the 
common cauſe, that it might, with Traden b 
been called; the Friendly Aſſociation. 60 

Happily united in ſentiment and affeRtion, death | 
has made no breach upon us, although our fears 
ol it have ſometimes been excited, till · the preſent 
ſorrow ful inſtance: With this we ate deeply al- 
fected. We ſee and feel that we ſhall not be /uffer- 
ed to continue by reaſon of death; that ſhortly we muſt 
put off our clay Fabernacles, and give an Ecconnt of 
bur wr Semarfoip. | 211) 9 
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bar then reins, "my brethren, but 46 keep 
that which has been committed 10 bur truſt; to Jub- 
Fl our minitry with; "diligence and / fidelity; not 
t neglen 'the 25 that is n us; but to rte Beed to 
ourſelves ani te our dörine; that we OP" both * 
2 and tbem wbhY bear ur... 
t'is a time of declenſion and DANG in the 
Pi of CHRIST! Eet us therefore be watch- 
fat; und firen _ * things which remain, * 
art ready # Be; 12 nw mining 000 07 
As #bright lter u emioguilhed, in our baut 
phere. Let us ariſe and ſbine more than ever. 
Let us trim our lamp. and watch ; for we know 


neither thi lay; nor the _ wherein the Py va mw 


cometh to remove vs. >, 
Permit me to Wen with ere words to b nu- 
merous aſſembly. Na 3, KY 


You ſee my hearers that chere it is one event to min- | 
iſters and people. Paſtors and their flocks muſt 
all die, all mingle in the duſt, and in the reſurrection 
ariſe and appear together to the final judgement, 
that they may receive according to the Ceeds done 
in the body — This will be a ſolemn meeting to 
miniſters and their people - At that time great 
will be the mutual joy of faithful miniſters and 
their pious hearers. They will both receive the 


who compaſſionately beſought them to be recon- 


ers, and make the proper application to youtlelves, 

during the preſent ſolemnity. And. repent and be 
converted, that your fins may be blotted out, when 
the times of refreſping 5 come ren Wen ef by. 
the LORD. 120 


* 


5 Pprobation of heir judge 0nd be eee into 


kiseverlaſting kingdom: 6 5 
But what will then be he dein ad Fong af 
unfaithful miniſters, and their wicked people who 
muſt all receive the reward: of their evil deeds 
Who can conceive the anguiſh of thoſe, on chat 
awful day, who refuſe to repent” and believe the 
goſpel, when they ſhall ſee thoſe faithful paſtors, 


ciled to GOD, entering with CHRIST, and all his 


ſaints, into eternal gory, and * themſclyes * 


out! 


--Gericulla 3 on WI 0 my kw 
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As the following Sermon was delivered 


ſome yeare ago, it may be proper to inform the pub- 3 


lic, that, at that time, ſome, out reſpect to the 
memory of the deceaſed, propoſed the printing of it : 
| But the matter ſubſided. When it was moved to 
bave the preceding diſcourſe publiſhed, this came to 


mind again, and was put into the propoſals without 


the knowledge of the Author. From motives of re- 
pelt to thoſe who propoſed it—to the children 
of the deceaſed—and bis other efteemed friends 
in Fitzwilliam, he bas conſented to its publica- 
tion; notwithſtanding the coincidence of ſenti. 
ment, in certain parts, with the preceding Diſcourſe. 
He takes the freedom to inform the candid reader, 
that he was ſo affected with the death of bis Rev. 
end dear brother and friend, that when requeſted 
to officiate, as a comforter and monitor at his funer- 
al, not expecting the publication of either diſcourſe, 
be did not recolle#, or attend to what bad been ſaid 


en the A occaſion, but han _ wholly 


\ 


* gr, — — wowmngny th” 
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to the latter Jorrowful euent.— He prays GOD, 
that theſe plain diſcourſes, w which expreſs the feel. 


ings of his heart, on thoſe painful occaſions, may be 
acceptable end beneficial to his friends, and all who 
may honor them with their peruſal. | 


3 
* — * F Ti A * 3 
a 93 rns ed nee 821 8 
P SY +. & 0 dS * 1 , * SY - : W. W494 we. * "Pe * 
* un 7 
* *y * ad * 
7 
5 RN >: Sh ee = | n * W Nd 
k as * % * « w - b \ * „ * „ * . SI w \ 4 1 0 
* * V * * 
* 1 
x 1 * 2 1 
* = b, * ki . ; A d 8 0 & +. a3 * * 
. C * gf 8 W 
* 4 bo , I % a 4 , T2 , k - 
5 ws I 4 4 1 * * ** * * 8 * * 1 9 „ N 3 * "A 
* * 
"TH x q 
% o „ * 4 * * x? 18 " * 
/ f * 
" - 0 4 i 4 . 4 
. 4 ” * * 7 — 3 1 * * 5 A > e 7 11 
4 * * - * 
. ö 7 
” 2 5 «.+% o — 4 * * \ L " * x C 
5 * * * \ * „ ? 
— 1 1 . % 4 
4. 7 » * i * 31e — + * N 
* 
+ * — "of « * % 
1 8 © * oo >» 
4 i L . 1 . * * Y . , ? * a »P\ i p 
N a ** 3 ' 
* 0 . 
* * 
o * * 
2 „ F " « * > x * * * 1 » 4 8 1 * * 
"PIP 4 4 ; A ; x 4 * 1 * - Na 7 
4 , 
4 p , wy * 4 o 'B - KK It £5 A | 
LY * 
— 0 p - "__ * 
0 * 4 q 4 . 2 = S » * 5 \ - 
. 18 F 4144 1 4 8 43 n 19 N NN 
» — 1 2 * 5 9 w4 " s © # * 
% 1 
- 7 * 
. 1 q « A... Fa 4 » } Yo *, * 4 1 
4 * % * » 9 + * 
- 9 4 8 4 — * — 4 IJ 
: _— k a 9 
* Li e . 
# ; 
1 8 \ * - * 
PXA * * * 0 1 7 
* \ . BB. — + . K ©'s p _ v Le. 1 £ * 
1 \ 2 2 452 & + \ $4 4.4 ds 
— — 


— 
* 
# 
* 
* 
* 
* 
« 
* 
* 
* 
2 * 
— 
K 
* 
% 


* 


AND I HEARD A VOICE FROM HEAVEN SAN. 


&.. 
— 


REVELATION or Sr. John, x V. 1 3. 


ING UNTO ME WRITE, BLESSED ARE THE 
DARN WHO DIE IN THE LORD, ' 


: "as — to our e in „funeral! 


kd Do we bear the diſlant tolling bell, 
or ſee the funeral proceſſion, even of a ſtranger, 
our hearts are affected; a gloom inſtantly ſpreads 


* 4 +» * 


oyer our minds; we feel the truth of the wiſe 
man's obſervation, Tbis i is the end of all nen, 5 
and, for a moment or two, are led almoſt inſenſi- | 


_ bly , to lay it io heart. 
Much more are we affected, when we ſee an ac- 
| quaintance or a friend ſhrouded i in death, and all 


+ ee \ 1 3 1 1 r 


* Ecel. vil, wy —_ Ps - e 


ſeptic 


7 


— 


the rites of ſepulture preparing: When we be. 


hold the tender huſband or the affectionate wife, 
the dejected parent or the reſpectful child, in the 
apparatus of ſorrow, performing the laſt offices of 
humanity and friendſhip to their deceaſed, whom 
they place out of their ſight, in the houſe appointed 
for, all hving. At oeh a tims, if every, we feel 


our concern with death, and pray with the Pſalm. 
iſt Lord make me to hnow mine end, and the 


meaſure of my days, what it's, that Tmay know how 
frail I am“ May we now experience the benefit 
and agefacine,, which reſult from ſuch devout 


GY KI Kt i ins 


| Being, requeſied,. by - * Nite a Neuber, to 
ſpeak on this ſorrowful. occaſion, it is my. wiſk 
and aim to be a faithful monitor to all, and a 


15 ſympathizing comforter to thoſe. with 60 


hath called to mourning. For this purpoſe you Your 5 


attention is invited tothe paſſage of Scripture | non 


8 2 x 


read. on 
"Without mpltiplying obſervations on the con- 


| neftion, In i which the words ſtand, they will be t ta- 


e 


* — * * N 


ive truths,” "relating to whe diy, 5 preg 
and happineſs of chriſtians, ER, 


4 3 


But ĩt is proper to obſerve, thatit was the 1 inten- 


tian of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, v ho gave 


=” > Plalm xxxix. 4. 


3s 
this Revelation, that his people ſhould take par- par- 

ticular notice of the beatitude in our text. It was 

introduced by a voice from heaven and a ſpecial 
charge to write: I beard 4 voice from heaven 
ſaying unto me, Writ, Bleſſed are the dead which 
die in the LORD, from benceforth ; Yea ſaith the 
Hiri, that "they may reſt from _e labors ; ; and 
_ their works do follow them. 

In diſcovutling at this time we BY tquirs 
what to die in the LORD fuppoſes and iniplies ? 
And, in what their blefſedneſs confilts, 
We would, firſt, inguire, . what to die in the 
LORD ſuppoſes and iniplies. 

It is JESUS CHRIST who is here called 

LORD, this name ſeem to be peculiarly apptopri- 
ated to him in the Ne- Teſtament. He is the 
LORD, the proprietor and ſovereign, both of the 

dead and living; 10 this end be both died, roſe and 

revived, To Him real chriſtians live, and to 
Him they die: T h e firſt 1 is their duty ; ; the laft 
TER their privetege. 4 | 

JESUS CHRIST came to fave bis people, not 
from dying, but from beir fins, to redeem them 
from the grave, and from the power of the ſecond 
death. He now gives life to their ſouls, and 
makes the death of the body a — to dem 


Kom. xiv. 7s 8, of 


36 
i 1 
This dying in the LORD, nne in the 
firſt place, being in him. 11 10 
The ſcriptures ſpeak or heiog ; in CHRIST. 
We read of babes in CHRIST :* St. Paul ſi peaks of 
thoſe who were in CHRIST before him; and, 
ſays, I knew a man in CHRIST. To be in 
CHRIST 1s peculiar to believers, and "ow 
dying in him. 

To be in CHRIST ae not only: a den 
of religion, or enrolling of our names among his 
people, but unfeigned faith in Him, as our Prince 
and Savior. When we are in CHRIST, he dwells 

in us by his ſpirit, and we abide in him by faith; 
For if any man be in CHRST, he is anew creature.“ 
Tris LEADS us ro OBSERVE, T5 

2. To die in the LORD luppaſes lixing i in Him 
and to Him. Te © 
<a, natural death e a Wa life, which 
then becomes extinct ; ſo does dyingin the LORD, 

1 living to Him, and i in Him; that is, the leading 
an holy and ſpiritual liſe in obedience to Him. We 
cannot die in the LORD, unleſs we are as St. Paul 
was when he ſaid, Iam crucified with CHRIST, neu- 
ertheleſs 1 live, yet not I, but CHRIST, liveth in me, 
and the life T live in the fleſb, Ilie by the faith of the 
Sor on of GOD, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. ] 


2 


21 Cor, i iii. 1. and Rom. xvi 7. 1! Cor. xii. 2. 25 11 Cor. 
v.17 1 Gal, ii. 10. | 


'87 
The real chriſtian is in the world, and attends. 
to its buſineſs, but he is not of the world. His af. 
fections are ſet on things above, and not on things 
on earib He feels that his reſt is not here : that 
bere he hath no continuing city : He therefore de. 
ſerves a better country, even an beavenly ; and @ 
city u boſe builder and maker is GODF. 
The true chriſtian alſo conſiders, that be is not 
Vis own, but the LORD's being bought with a price; 
5 therefore he labors 7o.gloriſy GOD in bis body and 
ſpirit,F which he ean do only by living in obedi- + + 28 
ence to the goſpel. This he conſiders, not only : = 
as what he owes to GOD,, but as a neceſſary 3% 
preparation for the enjoyment. of preſent. peace, W 
and everlaſting felicity; > liace i it is the vnalterable 8 | | | 
decree of heaven, that without purity of beart, and 1 
bolineſs of life, no man ſhall ſee the. LORD. Where- 
fore real. chrifiians,: actuated by the principles of 
love to the divine character, and gratitude for the 
bleſſings of divine grace, make it their buſineſs co 
do the will of GOD, to walk in his commandments 
and ordinances pameleſs' 0 to mortiſy the deeds of the 
body to cleanſe themſelves from all filthinefs of 
fleſh end ſpirit, perfefting bolineſs in the fear of 
60. And they continue in the love e GOD, 
8 John xv. 19. Col. iii. 2. be Hab. xi. 10, 10. 8 


Cor. vi. 19, 20. Lake i, 6, T Rom. viii, 13. 
| a Cor, vii, "A = 
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and in the way of well-doing, looking for the mer. 
cy of dur LORD FESUS CHRIS wunto' eternal 
lifes CHRIST in them, influencing them fto the 
love and practice of univerſal — is their 
r 

In outward reſpects, true chriſtians may not be 
diſtinguiſhed from others; but inwardly there is 


a wide difference. They are actuated by differ. 


ent principles and motives, and have different 


aims and ends in their lives and actions. They 
place not their chief good in this world, or in the 


things of it; but they regard GOD as their por- 
tion and happineſs, and deſire his favor above all 


things: They confide in his mercy, through JE. 
SUS CHRIST, for pardon and falvation ; and la- 
bor to approve themſelves in his ſight. Although 


they live in the world, hey live above it; they live 


according to GOD tn the Spirit, f And they do not 
feel happy, unleſs they find in themſelves a grow- 


ing conformity to the divine will, and have ſome 


perception, 929 ſenſe of the divine en and I 


love. | 
3. To die in aha LORD, is to die in a ſtate 


of union and devotedneſs to the LORD Oe 
CHRIST : Or to have at the time of Sende * 


: 7 Jude 21. b 95 1 el. i. eh at i. Fel. iv. 6. 12 — : 
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23 


n intereſt ia t the grace, the bleſſings and prome 
15 of the goſpel. 

This is the happy caſe of all who, with the hearg 
believe i in the LORD FES Us, and are faithful to 
him, until death. Having committed their ſouls 
to CHRIST, and devoted their lives to bis ſer. 
vice, real chriſtians are kept by. the power of GOD, 


through faith unto eternal [efvation. Neither death, 


nor any. thing elſe is able to. ſeparate them from the 


love of GOD, which i is in, CHRIST FES Us our | 
LORD. Having been with them i in life, belped 


them in their veakueſs, and delivered them out of 
all their troubles, He will not leave them, when 


they paſs through the valley of the ſhadow of death. 


4 Dying in the LORD may imply dying, 
When actively engaged in his lervice, Lk follow- 


ing afier bolneſz. = 

We would not. ſay, that real chriſtians may not 
die, while there is a decline in the religious life, 
| and ; a ſuſpenſion of holy exerciſes, and yet be ſafe, 


as. to their eternal ipterefts, It i 18 not for us to limit 8 
the Holy One of 1ſrael, or ſay 1 that He never cor: 


reds his people, by inflicting death ypon them, 


5 whilſt turning aſide from. Him, by reaſon of. which, 

they will not haye ſo high a a ſeat 3 io, glory, as they 
might otherwiſe. have Arai ned. But ſuch, do not, 
in ce d ſenſe, die! int 


— „ K. . 
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40 
ably may be ſaid to die in tbe LORD; whe, at 
the time of their departure, are "about His work. 


Bleſſed are thoſe ſervants whom. "the LORD a ben 
be cometh ſhall find warching. * It hath, been the 


1718 


happy lot of many to fall by death, when ae, 


*r 


v4 #* 


tant ſervices for GOD od kis people ;—and r many 
While about cheir LORD's work i in leſs matters. 
To die at ſuch times, is devoutly to be deſired.- — 
How' agreeable to end our work, and receive the 
reward of grace, i in the ſame moment 1—To finiſh 
the good warfare, and, i in the ſame inllant, f receive 2 
the crown ol life FC 

Bot we may die. while aboyt o our LORD 
cs. “ The chriflian's' 'bufinefs | is, to jy the 
will of GOD, as well as to doit,” If we regard | 
the will of GOD i in trouble and ickneſs, and pa- 
tiently bear it, we are as? really about our maſter" 7 
| work, as when employed i in the moſt active and im- 
portant ſervices. 1 he approach of death i is  uſgal- 
ly gradual : Nature decays, or diſeaſes | prey upon 
us, till the lamp c of life be quenched. If we bow 
to the divine will, and patiently endure all this, ve 
die doing the LORD's work. Once more, 
. Dying in the .ORD implies the exerciſc of 
faith i in CHRIST, wich — to death, and re- 


'® Luke xii. 37. 


AM. 
figniag up our fouls into his” hatid, 1 The true true 
Chriſtian conceiving of death, not mefely as the 
end of all wen, but a8 Mis paſſage into the preſence 
of his GOD and $iviout, views it as 4 bleffing and” 
privilege': He believes i in JESUS" as the refarrec- 
tion and tbe life, who will, in due time, complete 
his ſalvation, even the redemprioh "of the body. 
He therefore ſubmits to the pil ſtroke of death, 
a8 what is his duty: In ſickneſs and in 2 ding 
hour; he may be deprived of his reaſon 3 or his 


powers be ſo debilitated, as to be incapable of the 


free ind full exerciſe of lem: Or GOD may then 


hide his face from him, ſo that he is greatly troub- 
I he die in fuch a ſituation, he may yet be 
conſidered as obediĩent in death ; for he has learnt, 
like the apoſtle, to die daily, 0 in his devout 
meditations and holy purpoſes, furrendered him- 
ſelf to- GOD, to be ordered by him, to liſe or 
death, as ſermi good in his light and longed for 
the time, when mortality would be ſwallowed up 
life, and he enter into the 'Joy'of Bis LORD. It 


led. 


+ 


to ſee the approach 


has been the happy lot of fo 


of death; not omy wink compoſure, bur with joy 
They have defired it might haſten its ſteps, and; in 


red d procbed of of . and. —.— inves, 
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properly, may be ſaid to die in ile LORD, who, at 
the time of their departure, are about His work, 


Bleſſed are thoſe ſervants whom. the LORD when 
be cometh ſhall find watching. 25 It hath, been the 
happy lot of many to fall by death, when aRtively 
fighting the fight of faith, and engaged in impor. 


tant ſervices for GOD and his people z and many 


while about their LORD's work i in leſs matters. 
To die at uch times, is devoutly to be deſired. — 


Ho- 4grecable to end our work, and receive the 
reward of; grace, i in the ſame moment 1—To finiſh 
the good warfare, and, in the ſame inftant, receive 


the crown of life * 
But we may die, while about our LORD's 


work, although we be not engaged i in acti ve ſervi- 
ces. © The chriſtian's buſineſs i is, to bar the 


will of GOD, as well as to do it.“ If we regard 


the will of 60D in trouble and ſickneſs, and pa- 
tiently bear it, we are as? really about our maſter” 7 
work, as when employed i in the moſt aftive and im- 


portant ſervices. The approach of death i is uſoal- 


ly gradual : Nature decays, . or diſeaſes prey upon 
vs, till the lamp e of life be quenched. If we bow 
to the divine will, and patiently endure all this, we 
die doing the LORD' 8 work. Once more, wg 


5. Dying i in the LORD implies the exerciſe of | 


faith i in CHRIST, wich — to death, and re- 
. Luke xii, = 


it 
figniag up our fouls inte his" bend. i The” true 
chriſtian conceiving of death, not mefely as the 
end of alÞ-min, but a8 His paſſage into the preſence 
of his GOD and Saviour, views It as 4 bleffing and : 
privilege : He believes in JESU Sas the reſarrec- 
tion andthe li ife, who will, in due time, complete 
his ſalvation, even the redemptiofl of the body. 
Hie therefore ſubmits to the painful ſtroke of death, 
as what is his duty: In ſickneſs and in a dying 
hour, he may be deprived of his reaſon ; z or his 
powers be ſo debilitated, as to be incapable of the 
free and full exerciſe of them: Or GOD may then 
hide his face from him, ſo that he is greatly troub- 
led; Ik he die in fuch a ſituation, he may yet be 
conſidered as obediĩent in death; for be has learnt, 
like the apoſtle; to die daily, the in his devout 
meditations and holy purpoſes, ſurrendered him- 
ſelf to GO, to be ordered by him, to life or 
death, as ſeems good i in his ſight ;' and longed for 
the time, when mortality would be ſwallowed up of 
life, and he enter into the joy of Bis LORD. It 
has beet the heppy lot of ſome io ſer ue approach” 
of death; not omy wink compoſure, bur with joy: 
They have deſired it might haſten its ſteps, and in 
Lured ee ele and e and Wee inves: 


E 


like. Ste, Stephen, N itted; their deperting ſpirits 
into the banda of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, , 
We proceed, ſecondly, to; conſider. the bleſſed. 
_ neſs. of thoſe who die in the. LORD, . 
* _ This. bleſſedneſs does not conſiſt Camuch, in che 
hape and comfort:they have in death, 25 in the. 
ars we to ſpeak, rather than of any. comfort they 
may have in their laſt moments. Let we may obs. 
ſerve, that; the Cat is bleſſed, FER in *! con- 
flicts with death. 
| Death, caſts, a gloom upon A of mens. 
they, cannot endure to, think of it, ſhrigk back; at 
ks approach, and would avoid its ſtroke : Yet, 
die they muit, and appear at the judgment. But 
che real chriſtian, who has learnt to conſider death; 
as. the paſſage into the preſence of his LORD. 
gradually riſes ſuperior to the fear of it. Ang al- 
though the fleſh. be weak, and nature regoils at its 
diſſolutios, yet the ſpitit is willing, and rezoices, 5 
a about to meet 4 kiad meſſenger, ſent to deliver 
him from the abodes of fig and ſorrow, and pre-: 
pare the way for his remoxal into the realm of 
love; peace and holineſs, Ia ſuch a view. of death, = 
the ſincere chriſlian may abound in comfort aud 
joy. If poſſeſſed of his reaſon, and his mental 
* be not eee by diſeaſe, he muſt, 


atleaſt be calm and reſigned i willing u He, 
ah be with CHRIST which ir infmitely better 
than to t hntinue here. Bleſſed àre thofe _— 
in ſuch a frame I proceed tu obſerve; :: | 
Thoſe who die ip the LORD are rg as 
ay are beyond all that 1s — een 
n the ſervice of GDP). 
Although the commandment be holy, juſt aid 
| good, and in keeping it, there be great reward; 
yet, by reaſon of our weakneſs, and many tempta- 
tions, the life of obediekce'is'« hfe of lahor; It is 
a fight and a warfare, in which, many difficulties 
art to be encountered, and painful conflicts endur- 
ed. But after death, the righteous ve, from their la- 
bors, There are no mort briny tears of repentance 
no more fears from ſin and temptation ; d mere 
warring of the fleſh againſt the ſpirit. No 
fin, or faulty imperfection attends them; 
wearineſs in doing the will of GOD :—All bur- 
dens are taken off; and they ſerve -GOD 
in the moſt pure ind elevated manner. Again, 
Theſe who die in the LORD are Dean with 
the fight of CHRIST in his glory, 
The glory of CHRIST is the perfection of his 
7 nature, a3 the Son bf GOD, his fuitableneſs, and fuf- 
| ficiency, as mediator and Savior, and the eomplete | 
manner in which he — the #6demprion 


and ſalvation of his people. The Saints Rave 
ſome perception of this glory in the preſent life, 
which induces them to put entire confidence in 
him : But they de ſire to k now mote of it: In 
- this reſpe& they are ſatisſied when they entet the 
world of ſpirits; for they are then admitted to be 
| where CHRIST is, and behold the glory which the 
. Father hath given him,——They bebold his face in 
OI contemplate his beauty, and vin 

in the eminations of his goodneſs and love. 
Thoſe, who die in the LORD, are n wa 
ng made perfectly like CHRIST. 

We know, ſays the apoſtle, that when be 2 
appear, we ſhall be like bin, ſor we ſhall ſee bim"as 
be is. The ſaints now labor to purify themſelves 
-as CHRIST is pure, and to be holy as SOD: is 
holy : Any attainments, in this reſpect, are to 
them matter of thankfulneſs and joy. Ho bleſſ 
ed then muſt they be, when Foy” pa in * 
perfect likeneſ? ? 5 
In fine, Thoſe who die in the LORD are e bleſſed, 5 
as they enter into the heavenly paradiſe, where they 
receive and enjoy thoſe great things, which GOD 

hath prepared for them who love Him. Thither 
their works of faith, love, and righteouſneſs fol- 
low them. They have a glorious reward, receive 
the crown of life, and abide forever in his preſ- 
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ence, 10here is fulniſs of joy; and at bis _ band, 
where are pleaſures fort vernore. 

Thus Bleſſed are the dead wh die in the LORD. 
Whos not re to ſay, let _= be of happy _ 
Non... Wenn 

The word and pioiidentens G0D | invite, 4s 
urge us to that life, which will terminate in this 
bleſſedneſs. What this life is, has been briefly i in- 
timated. It is a life of faith in, and of love and 
obedience to, CHRIST. Such a life is reaſonable 
im itſelf, and as conducive to our preſent comfort, 
as to our future welfare. Is it not reaſonable, that 

we ſhould believe in GOD, and in his SON - 
_ SUS. CHRIST—repent of our ſins—love the 
LORD our GOD with all our heart, and keep 

bis commandments? Muſt not this make for 
our preſent comfort, fince it reflrains us from noth- 
ing but what is injurious to us; nor requires any 
thing of us, but what tends to the i improvement 
of our ' minds i in knowledge, virtue and holineſs ? 
We have every encouragement to devote ourſelves | 
to this life : Such as the promiſe of pardon, ac- 
ceptance with GOD, adoption i into the family of 

| heaven, the aſſiſtance of the ſpirit, the comforts of 
the divine favor here, and endleſs felicity and glo- 
ry hereafter. We have the examples of the ſaints, 
who have gone before us in the way of this life, 


4 


which, they; have found to be pleaſantneſs: and 
peace. They recommend a life of holineſs, and 
invite us to follow them, wherein they followed 
CHRIST. Let vs: then every one, ſhow the ſame 
diligence of hope unto the end, that we be not floth- 
ful, but the: foHowers of them, who through faith 
and patience inberit the promiſes. - 

We have known thoſe who 88 acken: this 
courſe, and died in hope, if not in joy. Among 
theſe we may reckon our friend, whoſe mort al 


part lies there. I am far from being f fond of funer- 
al encomiums; yet ſomething ſeems to, be. due to 


the memory of one, who has acted her part well, 
in the ſtation, where providence fixed her. 


We have reaſon to think ſhe had duly conſider- 


ed the nature of religion, and felt the i importance 


of a life of faith and holineſs, in order to pleaſe 
80b, and die in peace and ſafety. Her love to 


the word and ordinances of GOD, and to his peo- 
ple Her attention to the duties of piety and de · 


votion, and her general deportment evince the ſin 


cerity of her Profeſſion. . The ſtrict performance 


of relative duties, is eſſential to religien, and one 
of the beſt proofs of genuine godlineſs, In theſe 


our deceaſed friend was very exemplary. As a 
wife, the was affectionate, attentive to her ends 


partner and ſolicitous for his comfort and vſeful- | 


>. 


21 
neſs — 46 4 parent, ſhe wa careful to give er | 
children a good education, to preſerve them from 
vice and irreligion, and direct them in the paths, 
of wiſdom and virtue. She was very indulgent ta 
them; yet maintained her- dignity, and ſecured re- 
ſpe& and obedience. | She. was very: diſcreet and, 
induſtrious. in the management of her domeſtis- 

- concerns. : She locked well to the ways. of her 
houſhold, and cat not the: bread, of idleneſs.— As 
a:zeighbor ſhewas kind and obliging 3 and to thoſe, 


who reſorted to her hauſe, pleaſant and hoſpita. 


ble. Her children: rife ug and call her Hleſſed, end 

Ber. buſtand alſo, and aequaintance praiſi ler. 
Phe uirtues of the deceaſed are held up ta 
view, not to dra unmerited n *. 
to exclte others to do nkewiſeee. 
She has: done her wock - but nineh I ours is; 
yet to be dohe. What repentance hat faith 
What reformation what love and obedience: are 
neoeſſfary, my friends, in order to prepare us to 
dit in tù LORD N rhe arrows of death are flying 
aroubd us, and in an hour when we think not of 
it, the Son of man comerh;; Let us warch there - 
fore and prey alavays, iber we may be accounted) 
ates. ad are ee Son of un. 


But progriery, calls aur waeren u. du ge 
oder bis hildren and ine” w2 bis e sf 


48 


in this" bitter cup of affliction, I can truly ſympa- 
thize with you on this ſorrewful occaſion, *— 


Your trouble recalls my vn my heart ſtill Nan 
at the wouhds it: has received. But the voice of 


our LORD is; Be fill and know that 1 am GOD. 
Not preſuming to inſtruct you, we may fir 1p 


your pure mind by way of remembrance, and intreat 


you to ponder on thoſe things, wherewith you 


have comforted others, in their afflictions, and N 88 


which, you have already derived ſupport. 
Your ſtroke is heavier than your penn 


| you conſider that you have received much good, at 


the hand of GOD, and ſnall you not receive evil? 


Lou vill think of the kindneſs of heaven in giv- 


ing you a good wife, and continuing her to o 
for many years. Tour trouble is great, but ſuch 


an event would have been more diſtreſſiag to you, 


had it taken place, when your children were ſmall, 


and when you was: ſtruggling with thofe difficul- 


ties and hardſhips, which cannot be avoided by 
thoſe who ſettle in a new and rough country. 


You have now no very young childten no ten- 
det infant to excite anxious care, and preſs to an 


aching heart. Tou do not mourn. as without 


4 Reverend and very dear Sir, having drank deep 


| IM The t deer nad arten two Ver bd was x then. 
in a ſtats of Ido hd 411 0 ile #6 le 
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* hope - You anticipate the day, when / you 2 
: meet your eſteerr.ed partner, in the regions of light 
and love ; where you ſhall vhite, in ſervices more 
refined and ſpiritual, than any we are capable of 
here, and in enjoyments ſubſtantial and eternal. 
It cannot be long, dear brother, before we muſt 
put off mortality, and enter into the unſten world. 
5 Let us tive diligence 10 make our calling and elect. 
ion ſure, This will help to dry vp our tears, to 
© ſolace vs under all the burdens of life, excite us to 
fulfil our ch and wh us br e wal 1 with , 
1 
Dur young friends, the Air wi 4 e o 
the deceaſed, will accept our condolence. We 
are afflicted in your afflictions; and pray that you 
may have divine E eb and ee weg 5 
to improve this breach, '' 
| Your worthy father will be careful to 2dminift- | 
er thoſe comforts, and to give you thoſe counſels 
you need. His tenderneſs for you, and his ur 
concern in chis ſore affliction, will enable him to do 
it to the beſt advantage. Lend him yourattenrion, 
receive his advice with affection and gratitude; | 
and give him the pleaſure of ſeeing you ariſe victu· 
nous and godly. Bleſs GOD; that you have been, 
for ſo many years, onder the direction of a mother, 
ſo tender and ths and ever attentive to your 


— een repclle t many e eue 
Let them, in every inſtance where they ſtilbspply, 
be the rule of your temper and conduct. Her 
ſolleitude for aur welfare has been very apparent. 
PoſGbly ybu:may have. thought her requiſitiogs, 
in ſame.caſes; too: Brick, | but experience, if it "has 
not alteady done it. will, teach you, the wiſdom of 
dem, and. volk feel your obligationggq reſpec, 
and lars ber memory. keep in virwirhe virtues: 
auch arices, Which ſhene in ber- tregd in, her 
Ek Reps, vad be ambitious to excell 10 all goqdneſs, ö 
The ter of the deceaſed with her conſort, naw | 
preſents will believes when, wWe tel], chem we 
- feehwich.them, in this, trouble, | The,” ſegaration 
+ beppeentig.fiſers, united bn the ties, Gf jnatyre 
and affectigg, mult be, exceeding. weir cer er- 
8 ticular circumſtances have made theſe ties. de 
1 Tou haze known,, aml,, weir oft, long, conſiger. 8 
cen chat chis ſeparatiqa might Ay Place, and Wy 
in a mgaſyre prepared for. it,, May pom have di- 
vue ſupporr, and! bequickenrd, in, your prepara- 
1 tion fon yaur onn.Idegarrure, that op! maß be 
 ___ _ pbinbered wWitho thaſe, who, dig in the: LORD. 3 
| Whany jou rcquto-bamindful,. o comfort, your | 
ene that ug ax heil the, batter, Ahle 
* _ hearmith a” <a yy n of wt | 
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. | | 
good—You can recolle& many of her counſels: 
Let ther, in every inſtanee where they ſtil} apply, 
be the rule of your temper and conduct. Her 
ſolicitude for-yaur. welfare has been very apparent. 
Poſſibly you may have thought her requiſitions, 
in ſome caſes: too ſtrict, but experience, if it has 
not already done it. will teach you the wiſdom of 
them, and. you: vill feel your obligations to reſpect 
and Jove her, memory. Keep in vie y the virtues 
and; graces, which ſhone in her—tread. in, her 
eps, and be ambitious to excell in all. goodneſs, | 
The ter of the deceaſed with her conſort, now 
preſent; will believe. us when we, tel]. chem, we 
feel with. them in this trouble. The, ſeparation 
between two. liters, united by the ties of nature 
and affeftian, mult be, exceeding. pain ful.—Par- 
ticular circumſtances have made theſe ties tender. # 


Tou have known, and, we truſt, long, conſider- 


ell, that this ſeparation might take place, and were 


in a meaſure prepared for. it. May yo haye di- 
vive ſupport, and be quickened. in your-prepara- 

tion: for yqur own departure, .that you; may be 
dumbered 'with,, thaſe; who, die in the; LORD. 
When, you returo, bemindful to comfort your 
: aged mother, that ſua may be. the, better able to 
bear with patiance e erst. n 01 100 
mot 03 „ „ 0 SOLES 
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